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Staff & Board
Board of Directors* 
David Blessing, President; Nuclear Power Engineering Consultant
Michael Delagarza, Vice President; Business Manager, Champion Video 

Productions
Linda Newland, Secretary; Maritime Attorney and  

Former School District Administrator
Rob Ayer, Treasurer; IT Director at Avadyne Health
John Barrett, Dentist; Owner, Dentistry Northwest in Port Hadlock
Julia Maynard; Owner/Manager of Haven Boatworks of Port Townsend
Dee Meek, Retired Veterinarian; Owner, Tugboat Elmore
Geoff Pentz, Owner; Sound Diver Center, in Bremerton

Instructional Staff *
Sean Koomen, Chief Instructor 
Bruce Blatchley, Instructor
Jody Boyle, Instructor
Olivier Huin, Instructor
Ben Kahn, Instructor
Bob Miller, Instructor
Leigh O’Connor, Instructor
Jeff Hammond, Instructor Emeritus 
Dan Packard, Instructor Emeritus
Ray Speck, Instructor Emeritus

Additional Staff *
Betsy Davis, Executive Director 
MB Armstrong, Program Evaluation Specialist
Christina Cogan, Development and Communications Coordinator
Charlie Duerr, Shop and Facility Manager
Heidi Groh, Admissions Representative
Richard Johanson, Hammond Fellowship 
Tulip Morrow, Student Services Coordinator
Linda Tolf, Administrative Assistant
Katie Whalen, Business Manager

* as of September 30, 2015

Instructor Bruce Blatchley teaches 
the Contemporary Wood Composite 
Boatbuilding Program. He has been 

actively engaged in wood/epoxy 
construction for over 20 years, and 

was invited to China to teach the 
fundamentals of epoxy use and 

vacuum-bagging techniques. As an 
instructor, Bruce combines years 
of experience in the trade with a 

passion for teaching craftsmanship. 

“At the School, we approach 
boatbuilding with the attitude that 

nothing is impossible. We instill 
age-old craftsmanship and tradition 
while encouraging students to think 
outside of the box and to trust their 

eye. It’s a blend of following rules 
while simultaneously growing in a 

way unique to yourself.”

“When I step into a classroom, I 
feel the quiet concentration I know 

from artists. A passion for creativity 
and craftsmanship has brought 

these students here, and I commend 
them for their courage in pursuing 

traditional craftsmanship in our 
culture of technology.”

“I have seen first-hand how a 
year at the Boat School can be 
a transformative experience. I 

am grateful to be a part of this 
community.”

As a local, Tulip Morrow’s passion 
for wooden boats began in her 

early childhood through rowing 
and sailing the Port Townsend 

Bay and attending the first Port 
Townsend Wooden Boat Festival. 

Tulip sailed the Inside Passage 
twice in her 32’ sailboat, built her 
own wooden boat, and has been a 

professional sailmaker. She helped 
fully restore the wooden 1947 racing 

sloop Sparkle where she is a crew 
member. Tulip is Board Secretary 

for the Port Townsend Sailing 
Association.

Instructor Leigh O’Connor 
apprenticed to a prolific sculptor 

and learned the art of casting 
bronze while attending college in 

Boston. He then focused on foundry 
work and metal fabrication before 

finding his way into the field of 
woodworking and eventually 
boatbuilding. After attending 

NWSWB, he continued to hone his 
skills as a craftsman working on 
major restoration projects in the 

Port Townsend boat yard. His goal 
is to combine an academic approach 
with the type of efficiency needed to 

perform in the industry.

Mission
To teach and preserve 
traditional and contemporary 
wooden boatbuilding 
skills while developing the 
individual as a craftsman.



Letter from the 
Chief Instructor

One of the most intriguing 
aspects of the Boat 
School is the diversity 
of projects our students 
work on each day.  From 
cold-molding human-
powered submarines to 
hanging planks on a 36’ 
motor sailor, our students 
practice a wide range of 
boatbuilding techniques. 
The methods and skills 
they learn while at the 
School prepare them to 

enter almost any trade, maritime or otherwise. Our students 
enter the workforce with an advantage. They graduate from 
the School with an incredible sense of craftsmanship and an 
innate ability to problem solve. This makes our graduates 
highly sought after in the trades. Thank you so much for your 
support of the Boat School!

Sean Koomen

Letter from the 
Executive Director

Traditional skills are 
relevant to solving 
today’s problems, 
and hands-on 
learning is powerful 
for students of all 
ages. I am inspired 
daily by the Boat 
School’s vision to 

offer the world’s premier educational experience for learning 
craftsmanship through boatbuilding.  

The School is 35 years strong. Its mission is timeless. Thank you for 
your part in supporting this important legacy.  The next three pages 
describe details about the School’s service over the last year:

• NWSWB Provides Quality Education and Job Readiness.
• NWSWB Teaches and Preserves Craftsmanship. 
• NWSWB Brings Vitality to its Local Community.
I’d love to share with you our plans for the future.  Feel free to 
contact me at betsy@nwswb.edu or 206-390-0381.

 Betsy Davis

Letter from the Board President 
I came to the Boat School over ten years ago to follow a long-held passion for boatbuilding. 
Coming to the School was not only a change of career but a great change in my life as well. I 
came back to the School to serve on the Board, and I currently serve as the Board President. 
From these perspectives I have come to deeply appreciate the Northwest School of Wooden 
Boatbuilding as a unique treasure to both its students and to the larger Port Townsend Bay 
maritime community. I think I speak for all of us in this community in saying we want to see the 
School continue to grow and prosper. 

In 2015, the School, in a fully collaborative effort under the leadership of our Executive Director Betsy 
Davis and our Chief Instructor Sean Koomen, developed a Strategic Plan that outlines our intentions 
for the years ahead. The Plan incorporates input from the Board, instructors, administrative staff, 
our Program Advisory Committee, and other interested individuals. This Plan provides a focus for 

our efforts to continuously improve the School and build new programs and facilities to enable our long-range goals.

Last year held many highlights. We added a machine shop to the Hammond Building to reduce dust and noise and improve 
learning and health. We rebuilt the Rubb Shelter and built stairs from it to the Hammond Shop. Students learned skills and 
craftsmanship while building a variety of new wooden boats and delivering high-quality work to satisfied vessel owners. We held a 
highly successful (and fun!) first annual Gala & Auction and also received generous gifts to fully fund the restoration of the historic 
sailboat Felicity Ann. The Port Townsend Wooden Boat Festival featured our instructors giving demonstrations to standing-room-
only crowds and our school’s accreditation was approved for another five years.

It is gratifying that our successes in educating students and building boats were accompanied by strong financial results that 
enable us to continue to grow and develop. I look forward to continued success in the months and years to come.

David Blessing



Fast Facts-Class ‘15
• 64 enrolled
• 14 veterans
• Ages: 18-68
• 20 different states 
• 4 different countries
• 23 Traditional Large Craft
• 17 Contemporary
• 24 Traditional Small Craft
• 38 graduated with AOS Degree
• 14 graduated with Diplomas
• 96% of 2015 graduating class rated 

the School as meeting or exceeding  
their expectations.

In an increasingly digital world, we provide experiential education to teach time-honored skills to new generations of 
craftspeople, preparing them for real-world employment and the satisfaction of creating high-quality and functional products 
with their hands. For the years 2006-2015, over three quarters of our 12-month program graduates have found employment using 
skills they learned at the Boat School (Traditional Large Craft - 85%, Traditional Small Craft - 77%, Contemporary - 92%).

The following is a partial list of employers that have hired recent Boat School alums.

Jo Abeli, Class of 2015, 
Haven Boatworks,  
Port Townsend, WA  

CLASS OF 2014
Areys Pond Boat Yard, South Orleans, ME
Ballenger Spar Systems, Watsonsville, CA
Cache Creek Canoe, Fairbanks, AK
Cape George Marine Works, Port Townsend, WA
Custom Wood Interiors, Seattle, WA
Jensen Motor Boat Company, Seattle, WA
North Shore Yacht Works, Vancouver, BC
Schooner Creek Boatworks, Portland, OR
Spindrift Rowing, Port Townsend, WA
Stones Marina & Boatyard, Nanaimo, BC
The Boat Company, Port Orchard, WA
The Center for Wooden Boats, Seattle, WA
Van Dam Custom Boats, Boyne City, MI

John Sandoval, Class 
of 2014, Schooner 
Creek Boatworks, 
Portland, OR

Tatyana Faleolo-
Nolan, Class of 
2015, Mervin 
Manufacturing, 
Sequim, WA 

Korey Ruben, Class 
of 2014, Spindrift 
Rowing, Port 
Townsend, WA

Drew Larson, Class 
of 2014, Cape George 
Marine Works, Port 
Townsend, WA

Logan Sampson, Class 
of 2015, NWSWB 
Prothero Intern then 
John’s Bay Boat Co. 
South Bristol ME

Providing Quality Education and 
Job Placement

CLASS OF 2015
Betts Boats, Anacortes, WA
Cunningham & Stringham, Port Townsend, WA
Custom Wood Interiors, Seattle, WA
Haven Boatworks, Port Townsend, WA
Johns Bay Boat Co., South Bristol, ME
Mervin Manufacturing, Seattle, WA
Miller & Miller Boatyard Co., Seattle, WA
Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding
Pacific Northwest Timbers, Port Townsend, WA
Philbrick Boat Works, Port Hadlock, WA
Shipwrights Co-op, Port Townsend, WA
Taku Marine, Port Townsend, WA

I could not have asked for 
a more fulfilling year and 
a half at the school. As a 
student, and then as the 
Prothero Intern I learned from 
incredibly talented instructors 
and gained a solid foundation 
of skills. I am now prepared 
and excited to build upon that 
foundation in my career as a 
boatbuilder.

Logan Sampson, Class of 2015

California 7
Colorado 1
Florida 2
Hawaii 1
Idaho 1
Illinois 2
Kentucky 1
Louisiana 1
Massachusetts 1
Maine 1
Michigan 1
Minnesota 1

WHERE DID THE CLASS OF ‘15 COME FROM?

New Jersey 1
New York 1
Oregon 5
Pennsylvania 1
South Carolina 1
Virginia 1
Washington 29
Wyoming 1
Australia 1
Austria 1
Japan 1
South Korea 1



Preserving and Developing Craftsmanship
The School is a living repository of knowledge that preserves time-honed boatbuilding skills through active practice. Students 
learn how to build a boat from scratch and then launch it. A talented and dedicated group of instructors keep the craft vital 
by leading the construction on many styles of boats, both traditional and wood composite. The boats built in the program 
reflect strong craftsmanship – quality construction, efficient methods, and effective project management practices. The School 
contributes to the broader community knowledge by providing consulting to other organizations, writing articles for publications, 
giving presentations at conferences, and partnering with other like-minded organizations.

In addition to building a range of new boats using a variety of construction methods, students in the 2015 class worked on two 
restoration projects. Both vessels are historically significant, yet serve as relevant learning platforms for today’s students.

(Right Top) Instructor Ben Kahn led students 
building boats for BBC expedition.

(Right bottom)  Using the original journals from 
the 1869 Grand Canyon expedition, Ben Kahn 

designed the replica boats that would be featured 
in the BBC’s docudrama. 

Thomas Gillmer, a naval architect, was inspired by the Falmouth 
Quay Punt. Historically, the Falmouth Punt was designed to take 
all types of weather and was proven to be seaworthy, fast, and 
picture-perfect. Ranging from 20’ to 30’, the punts were used as 
water taxis off the Port of Falmouth. Gillmer sketched the punts 
and, in 1946, decided to draft building plans of his own. He then 
had them built by Ivor Bentzen, an old boatbuilding friend from 
Arendal, Norway. In 1955, with no fanfare, Gillmer began sailing 
her on Chesapeake Bay. Before long, many maritime periodicals 
had stories about BLUE MOON and her design. The first and 
original BLUE MOON is the one built in Norway and also the one 
donated to the Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding to 
restore.

BLUE MOON, 1954 FELICITY ANN, 1949

In 1952, Ann Davison became the first woman to cross the 
Atlantic Ocean solo in her small but mighty 23’ wood sloop, 
FELICITY ANN.  FELICITY ANN was designed by Sid Mashford in 
1936, and construction began on the sloop in 1939 under the 
name Peter Piper by the Mashford Brothers Ltd. of the Cremyll 
Shipyard in Cornwall, England. Put on hold during WWII, she 
was rediscovered and finished by a Norwegian sailor looking 
to take her home in 1949. However, things fell through and Ann 
purchased the wooden sloop. The boat has had many owners 
since, many of whom have been in touch with the School during 
her restoration. 

Through “The Felicity Ann Project”, the Boat School and the 
Community Boat Project are partnering to restore and relaunch 
the historic vessel. This restoration hopes to use the inspiration 
of Ann Davison’s accomplishment to encourage women and 
others to consider a career in the marine trades.



Coordinated on Communications 

During 2015, the Boat School 
started collaborating with the 
Port Townsend School of  
Woodworking and CedarRoot 
School to jointly promote  
experiential learning of  
traditional skills and crafts on 
the Olympic Peninsula.

Connected to Better Support Military  
Veterans

With a shared goal of better serving military veterans, the 
Boat School has been working closely with several community 
organizations, including VetConnect, WorkSource, VA Veteran 
Community Partnerships, and the Washington Department of 
Veteran Affairs. 

Shared Skills at the 
Port Townsend  
Wooden Boat Festival

Thanks to the hard work of the 
Northwest Maritime Center and 
Wooden Boat Foundation hosting 
one of the world’s premier tradi-
tional maritime events, NWSWB 
instructors once again provided 
educational sessions to the public 
at a standing-room-only stage.

Partnered with Local 
Libraries

This year, NWSWB’s new librarians worked closely with neigh-
boring Jefferson County Library, which issued library cards to 
all enrolled Boat School students. Librarians from the Boat 
School, Jefferson County Library, the Port Townsend Public 
Library,and the McCurdy Library at the Northwest Maritime 
Center joined forces to support student requests for  
information.  

Provided a Home to the  
Community Boat Project

The Boat School shares 
a portion of its site 
with the Community 
Boat Project, an 
inclusive, hands-on 
educational and 
vocational nonprofit 
that attracts high 
school students from 
both the Chimacum 
and Port Townsend 
School Districts. It is located on the Boat School’s Port Hadlock 
Heritage campus, making it easy for Boat School students and 
alums to volunteer in their off-hours. There is also a Saturday 
drop-in program for military veterans and their families.  

 

Bringing Vitality to our Local Community
Port Townsend Bay is home to more than 100 maritime trades and draws major wooden boat projects from Alaska to California. 
The Boat School creates a pool of talent for these local employers to draw from. Some graduates choose to stay in the local 
community and start businesses or become involved in other types of woodworking or construction. The Boat School is 
recognized as one of the key draws for young people to move to this area. The School also contributes about $2 million 
annually to the local economy through its investments in staff, services, and materials and the purchases made in housing, food, 
and other living expenses by the 60+ students enrolled at the School.

Program Advisory Committee
These individuals served* as advisors to the School to ensure the 
programs stay relevant to today’s boatbuilding jobs:

Ann Avary, Northwest Center of Excellence for Marine Manufacturing
Paul Birkey, Belina Interiors
Al Cairns, Port of Port Townsend
Jim Franken, James J. Franken, Inc.
Stephen Gale, Haven Boatworks
David King, Former CFO Townsend Bay Marine
Jim Lyons, Port Townsend Shipwrights Co-op Member
Keith Mitchell, Rutherford’s Boatshop
Dan Newland, Pegasus Aeromarine, Inc.
Rick Petrykowski, Taku Marine
Peter Proctor, Jensen Marine
Sarah Rubenstein, Port Townsend Maritime Discovery Schools
Gordon Sanstad, boatwright and former boatbuilding instructor
Kelley Watson, Port Townsend High School Maritime Experiential 

Education Coordinator
Steve White, Brooklin Boat Yard

 *as of September 30, 2015

NWSWB Sets a Collaborative Course 



Financials
The Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding engaged Baker, Overby and Moore, Inc., P.S. to conduct an independent audit 
of our financial statements for the year ending September 30, 2015. There were no material weaknesses. A summary of the 
Statement of Activities as of September 30, 2015, with comparative totals for September 30, 2014, is presented below. 

The statement of financial position and the related statements of 
activities and cash flows, for the year ended were audited by Baker, 
Overby & Moore, Inc., P.S.  Certified Public Accountants.

“In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in 
all material respects, the financial position of Northwest School of Wooden 
Boatbuilding as of September 30, 2015, and the changes in its net assets 
and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of America.”

Revenues

Expenses

Enrollment Growth
The Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding increased 
enrollment from 51 students in 2014 to 61 students in 2015, 
which corresponded to a 21.5% increase in tuition. This 
increase in tuition was invested in School programs, facilities, 
and additional instructors for the 2015 and 2016 school years.

OPERATING REVENUE
9/30/2015 9/30/2014

Tuition $955,858 $786,923

Donations 264,695 60,184

Boat Projects 206,705 244,917

Retail Sales and Rental Income 33,268 59,112

In-Kind Revenue 63,347 62,513

Total 1,523,873 1,213,649

OPERATING EXPENSE
Program Service 1,088,670 807,453

Administration 246,064 208,610

Fundraising 72,513 25,982

Total 1,407,247 1,042,045

Change in net asset from 
Operating Activities

116,626 171,604

OTHER REVENUE AND EXPENSE
Amortization (1,022) (1,022)

Depreciation (52,313) (55,177)

Interest Expense (44,107) (50,677)

Total Other Revenue and 
expense (97,543) (106,876)

Total Change in Net Assets 19,083 64,728

Net assets - beginning of the 
year 1,246,435  1,181,707

Net assets - end of year $1,265,518 $1,246,435

NWSWB is deeply committed to nonprofit transparency and accountability and has achieved the 
GuideStar Gold Level Profile as a demonstration of that commitment. GuideStar is the world’s largest 
source of information about nonprofit organizations (the GuideStar database contains a profile 
for every tax-exempt nonprofit registered with the IRS) and a leader in advancing transparency in 
the nonprofit sector. In order to be awarded the GuideStar logo, NWSWB provided all requested 
information on the nonprofit profile page. You can search for information about any non profit at 
www.guidestar.org .   



Where We Are
You’re invited to visit the school at our Port Hadlock Heritage Campus on the first 

Friday of each month. See firsthand our tradition of craftsmanship and learn about 
exciting growth and changes.  Join us at 3:30pm on the first Friday of each month for 
a tour. Two additional tours during the Port Townsend Wooden Boat Festival will be 
offered on Friday September 9th at 3:30pm and Monday September 12th 9am-12pm. 

Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding
Port Hadlock Heritage Campus

42 N Water Street, Port Hadlock, WA 98339
360-385-4948

email: info@nwswb.edu
www.nwswb.edu

The Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding is accredited by the Accrediting Commission of Career Schools 
and Colleges (ACCSC). The Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges (ACCSC) is a recognized 

accrediting agency by the U.S. Department of Education. 
www.accsc.org/

The School is also licensed under the Private Vocational Schools Act, Chapter 28C.10 RCW of Washington State. 
www.wtb.wa.gov

The Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit institution.  Tax ID 91-1122839.


