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International Students Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Can I work while attending NWSWB?  
No, federal regulations at 8 CFR 214.2 (m)(13) prohibit M-1 visa students from accepting 
employment while enrolled in their classes. 
 
Can I drive while living in the US? 
Yes, but you will need to acquire a Washington state driver’s license.  You can visit the Licensing 
Office to apply.  Here is a link to a list of all the offices in the state:  
https://fortress.wa.gov/dol/dolprod/dsdoffices/ 
 
Take with you any forms of identification, such as passport, visa, student ID, a foreign driver 
license, birth certificate, and anything else with your name, birth date, signature or photo on it.  
It is okay if you do not have a social security number, they will ask you to sign a declaration 
saying that you do not have one. 
 
You will have to take a written and driving test, even with a valid foreign driving license.  Only 
German licenses can waive the tests.   
 
You can access a Driver Guide on-line at:  http://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/guide.html 
 
Practice the written test on-line at:  http://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/practicetest.html 
 
For more information about the driving test:  
http://www.dol.wa.gov/driverslicense/drivingtest.html 
 
How do I apply for an extension for Practical Training in the US after graduation? 
M-1 students can receive one month of employment/practical training for every four months 
they spent in the program. If an international student spends twelve months in our program, he 
or she could receive three months of employment/practical training. 
 
You will need to let your Designated School Official (DSO) know that you would like to do this 
and submit all paperwork a minimum of 3 months prior to graduation.  You will need to have an 
employment opportunity (employer name and contact info) confirmed in order for the DSO to 
certify you in the SEVIS system.  At that time, your DSO will inform SEVIS of this request in the 
online system.  You will need to submit both Forms I-539 and I-765.  Each form has a fee 
attached to it (about $700 total).  Submitting your forms correctly does not guarantee you an 
approval and the fees are non-refundable.   
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